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Voters clearly agree with the view that 
tobacco use is the most significant 
public health threat in the United 
States. They are telling us loud and 
clear they want Congress to enact leg-
islation like the bill myself and the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN-
GELL) which would grant the FDA au-
thority to regulate tobacco and protect 
America’s families and children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now up to Congress 
to provide strong protections for Amer-
ica’s families. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in fighting America’s number 
one health care threat, the death and 
morbidity associated with the use of 
tobacco products. 

So as I finish, Mr. Speaker, let me 
just show a few of the recent cartoons 
that we have seen. Here are two little 
kids looking at this billboard. It says, 
‘‘Yes, smoking is addictive and causes 
cancer, heart disease, emphysema, and 
other serious diseases.’’ Then we have 
this beautiful lady in a bikini. The lit-
tle boy is saying to the little girl, 
‘‘What exactly is the message here?’’ 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, here is big to-
bacco standing giving a talk with their 
own chart that says, ‘‘Fantastic 
Lights. Warning, these babies will kill 
ya,’’ and big tobacco says, ‘‘* * * and as 
a good-faith gesture * * *’’.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 327, SMALL BUSINESS PA-
PERWORK RELIEF ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing the special order of Mr. GANSKE), 
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
107–22) on the resolution (H. Res. 89) 
providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 327) to amend chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code, for the purpose 
of facilitating compliance by small 
businesses with certain Federal paper-
work requirements and to establish a 
task force to examine the feasibility of 
streamlining paperwork requirements 
applicable to small businesses, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed.

f 

b 1445 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OF-
FICIAL CONDUCT 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
resolution (H. Res. 90) and I ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CANTOR). The Clerk will report the res-
olution. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 90

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

Committee on Standards of Official Con-
duct: Mrs. Jones of Ohio. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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THE BUDGET AND TAXES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. TURNER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, during 
this next hour of Special Order time, a 
group of House Democrats known as 
the Blue Dog Coalition would like to 
talk about the subject of the budget 
and taxes. The Blue Dog Democrats led 
the effort during this past week to try 
to urge this Congress to adopt a budget 
first before we take the important 
votes on tax cuts for the American peo-
ple. 

The Blue Dogs and the 33 Members 
that are members of that coalition be-
lieve very strongly that our future 
prosperity depends upon our ability as 
a Congress to stay on the course of fis-
cal responsibility. 

In order to provide tax cuts to the 
American people, in order to ensure 
our future prosperity, we believe that 
we must look at the whole budget pic-
ture of the United States before we can 
determine what size tax cuts we can af-
ford. 

The Blue Dogs as fiscal conservatives 
want the largest tax cut that we can 
afford. We believe very strongly that 
we need tax relief, and we want to vote 
for tax relief for the American people; 
but we also understand very clearly 
that it is important to give equal pri-
ority to paying down our $5.5 trillion 
national debt. 

A lot of folks do not understand all of 
this talk about the national debt. Why 
does it matter? The truth of the matter 
is, you might conclude that the Con-
gress and the Presidents for the last 30 
years did not understand it either, be-
cause the Congress and the Presidents 
who have served over the last 30 years 
are the ones that created the $5.5 tril-
lion national debt by running deficit 
spending in every year in those last 30 
years. Only last year did the Congress 
and the President see a balanced Fed-
eral budget. 

For the first time, we have been able 
to return this country to a course of 
fiscal responsibility and the Blue Dog 
Democrats believe very strongly that 
we should not return to those days of 
deficit spending. 

There are basically two ways we can 
return to deficit spending in this coun-
try. We can start spending too much 
money, and if we do not hold down 

spending, we are going to see deficits 
return. 

Another way we can return to deficit 
spending is to cut taxes larger in a 
larger amount than we can actually af-
ford, because both spending and tax 
cuts, if pursued in excess, will result in 
deficit spending on an annual basis by 
the Federal Government and return us 
to those days from which we just de-
parted only last year. 

Some people say, how big is the na-
tional debt? Frankly, the number is 
$5.6 trillion, but I have no way of fairly 
reflecting to you how much $5.6 trillion 
is, except to tell you that it is a whole 
lot of money. And it is going to take us 
a long time of fiscal discipline to pay it 
down. 

Now, when I was a boy growing up, 
my dad always told me that the first 
order of business in terms of managing 
my finances is to pay my debts. I think 
the Federal Government should oper-
ate by the same maxim, pay our debts. 
After all, the debts that we are unwill-
ing and unable to pay today will be 
paid some day by the younger genera-
tion who will follow us. 

Our Federal Government, we are 
told, has a surplus. But do you realize 
that the surplus that we are talking 
about is only an estimate of what may 
occur over the next 10 years? The sur-
plus is only an estimate. There is no 
place in Washington where you can go 
to a lock box or to a safe and find the 
surplus. It is an estimate of what may 
happen.

The surplus from last year was the 
first we have had in 30 years. It is very 
small. The surplus we are going to have 
this year is a little bit larger, but when 
you hear these optimistic discussions 
about tax cuts coming your way based 
on the surplus, keep in mind it is only 
an estimate of the surplus. 

The surplus estimates we are talking 
about over the next 10 years largely 
comes in the second 5 years of this dec-
ade. Very little of the surplus comes in 
the short term. 

When I was in a town meeting in my 
district in east Texas a few months 
ago, I was trying to explain all of these 
numbers, and a gentleman in the back 
row in overalls stood up and he said, 
Congressman, how can you folks in 
Washington talk about a surplus when 
you owe over $5 trillion? Frankly, he 
stumped me for a few minutes. 

It is hard to imagine how we can talk 
about a surplus when we owe over $5.5 
trillion. But that is what we are doing. 
In fact, if all the numbers on the pro-
jected surplus turned out to be true 
and we enacted the President’s tax cut, 
it would be the last tax cut we could 
vote on in this Congress for the next 10 
years, because it would virtually spend 
the entire surplus that is estimated to 
show up in Washington. 

I have a chart here to my right that 
depicts a little bit about the uncer-
tainty of that surplus. The surplus that 
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